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Contact: Barnaby O’Connor




          FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Telephone: +44 (0) 789 134 0684

E-mail: info@ivyfilm.com

HOW DO YOU MAKE A FILM WITHOUT A SCRIPT?

A behind-the-scenes documentary about making a movie up as you go along

In June 2007 two filmmakers and an actor from London went to New York to make a movie. They had $10,000, five weeks and no script. 
The plan was to make a movie up on the spot and a second film crew was hired to document the whole process.
With only a skeletal plot outline, the directors had to work hard to keep everyone (including the lead actor) from finding out that there was no script. Each day, they wrote the scene for the following day hoping that, in the grand scheme of character development and dialogue, it would fit into some kind of coherent story arc.

The shoot quickly descended into chaos. From the lead actor breaking his ankle in two different places to the lead actress walking out on the first day of production, the shoot went from disorganized to anarchic in the space of the first few days. Locations were prohibitively expensive and finding a replacement actress, with no script or storyboards to show and only a handful of excuses as to why, took more than two weeks.
After much drama, filming eventually got underway, though not before all manner of compromises had been made. 

Ivy Film, the production company behind the concept is currently in Cannes to promote ‘13 States’ the documentary that follows the events of those five weeks in America and ‘A Horse With No Name’, the film that survived production by the skin of its teeth. In a manner that disturbingly echoes the way the film was made, the promotional strategy has been to randomly scatter fifty USB keys with a link to the documentary’s web site (appropriately entitled ThisIsALongShot.com) around Cannes. The hope is that one of these keys will serendipitously find its way into the hands of a distributor who is interested in taking the concept on board. 
An unlikely scenario at best, though stranger things have happened at the festival.
###

For more information, please contact Barnaby O’Connor on +44 789 134 0684 or e-mail info@ivyfilm.com. To view the trailers for both the documentary and the movie please visit www.ThisIsALongShot.com
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